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22nd May 2020           NEWSLETTER       
 

Dear Parents, 
 
Whilst most headteachers have been metaphorically firefighting this week, I have literally been cycling 
through forest fires.  My normal bike route home from school brings me out half way along the Sugar Hill 
road in Wareham so on Monday, I missed the Road Closed signs at either end.  I think the firefighters were 
very surprised to see me! Fortunately, things had largely died down by the time I got there, but it still looked 
quite apocalyptic.  
 
Durweston says Thank You! 
 

          
 
With the help of one of our very talented and resourceful parents, Durweston School turned blue on 
Thursday night to say thank you. To the NHS yes, but also to all of the other services who have been keeping 
us going during lockdown including all of our teachers and to all of you, who have been put in a situation 
that none of you ever expected or asked for.  Thank you for all you are doing to keep your children safe, and 
happy and still learning.   
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June 1st? 
 
Thank you to all who have replied regarding our possible re-opening on June 1st.  We are meeting as a staff 
next Monday 25th to finalise details. I will then send out a letter.  I apologise if you are trying to make your 
own plans and need this information in order to do that. We are just trying to get things right.  
 
Meanwhile, we have managed to arrange classes for next year and will be sending out a letter next week 
letting you know which class your child will be in at some unspecified point in the future. We are very aware 
that, as well as having missed a large chunk of time in their current class, the children might not have the 
usual opportunities for transition.  We haven’t had a chance yet to think how or when we will make this 
happen but we will! 
 

Proud 
 
I had many lovely pieces of work sent to me over the last two weeks that I have put 
on our Proud padlet https://padlet.com/nbrooke1/DurwestonProudWeek2.  
Special mention to Arthur R who got up at 7.30am last week to complete his maths 
challenges!  Also to Callie, who whittled this bird using a potato peeler. Please do 
keep sending work in to me. I will try to add a few more recent photos. I hope you 
have enjoyed the outside learning this week. I’m really hoping that lots of you have 
also sent singing videos to Mrs Jakes.  I’m really looking forward to seeing and 
hearing the finished product! 
 
It should have been KS2 SATS last week, quite an important event in our calendar. 

We are quite sad that our amazing year 6s didn’t have the chance to show how brilliant they are.  Following 
the last practice tests they did just before we broke up, we were confidently predicting that ALL of our 
children were at ARE (age related expectation) in reading and writing and the vast majority (86%) in maths.  
In reading, 79% of the children were at Greater Depth!  These are truly fabulous results, a testament to how 
hard they have been working all year. 
 
However, Ms Johnstone made sure the Year 6s didn’t miss out and staged Silly SATs week  instead – SATs 
with a twist. My favourite was the arithmetic – the parents had to do it!  I won’t be reporting their results…. 
 
Apologies for my failure to provide a newsletter last week and for this rather poor attempt this week.  I’m 
just hoping that you’ll understand that given current events, I’ve had a lot on my mind.  
 
 

Have a great week; it’s half term! 

 

Nicola Brooke 
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On line stories 
I’ve been sent these links to online stories ready by volunteers from the Schoolreader’s charity so I’m sharing 
them with you, hoping that all the links still work! 

 

Week 4 Schoolreaders Storytime 

Schoolreaders Storytime – ‘Aaaarrgghh Spider! by Lydia Monks 

Spider wants to be a family pet. But the family whose house he lives in are terrified of him. 

Whenever he tries to show them what a great pet he would make, they simply cry: 

”AAAARRGGHH, Spider!” Optional activity 

Reading Age 5+ 

Schoolreaders Storytime – ‘Cyril and Pat’ by Emily Gravett 

Cyril is the only squirrel in Lake Park, and he's very lonely. Until one day he meets Pat – 

Pat the big, grey . . . other squirrel. Cyril and Pat have lots of adventures and fun together 

and Cyril is so pleased he's made a friend. But everyone is adamant that Cyril and Pat 

simply cannot be friends, and they soon reveal why: Pat, as the reader has known all along, 

is actually a RAT! Optional activity 

Reading Age 7+ 

Schoolreaders Storytime – ‘The Highway Rat’ by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler 

Life is not safe for the other animals, as the villainous Highway Rat gallops along the 

highway, stealing their food. Clover from a rabbit; nuts from a squirrel - he even steals his 

own horse's hay. Will he finally meet his comeuppance, in the form of a cunning 

duck? Optional activity 

Reading Age 6+ 

Week 3 Schoolreaders Storytime 

Schoolreaders Storytime – ‘Winston the Book Wolf’ by Marni McGee 

Winston the book wolf likes books - he likes to eat them. But then a girl named Rosie 

teaches Winston an important lesson: "You do not have to chew on a book to taste the 

wonderful words inside. Words taste even better when you eat them with your 

eyes!" Optional activity 

Reading Age 7+ 

Schoolreaders Storytime – ‘The Legend of the Kea ’ by Philip Temple 

Krikta the kea and his friends are always playing practical jokes on the other birds. But one 

day, some of the birds become greedy and want the forest for themselves. So begins the 

terrible time of quarrelling that threatens the forest. Ka, the great bird and keeper of the 

forest, is angry with the birds and punishes them. Krikta, the mischievous kea, finds he has 

been too cheeky for his own good. 

Reading Age 10+ 

‘We’re going on a bear hunt’ by Michael Rosen 

Please note new link to this story above – Walker Books have kindly sent us a special link 

to this story being read by Michael Rosen himself. The original link will be deactivated 

soon. 
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For brave hunters and bear-lovers!  Follow and join in the family's excitement as they wade 

through the grass, splash through the river and squelch through the mud in search of a bear. 

What a surprise awaits them in the cave on the other side of the dark forest! 

Reading Age 6+ 

Week 2 Schoolreaders Storytime 

Schoolreaders Storytime – ‘Baby Brains’ by Simon James 

Meet the extraordinary Baby Brains. He reads the paper, mends the car and works as a 

doctor at the hospital. He’s so clever that some scientists ask him to go on their next space 

mission. Optional activity 

Reading Age 5+ 

Schoolreaders Storytime – ‘Into the Forest’ by Anthony Browne  

One night a boy is woken by a terrible sound. A storm is breaking, lightning flashing 

across the sky. In the morning Dad has disappeared and Mum doesn’t seem to know when 

he’ll be back. Mum asks her son to take a cake to his sick grandma. "Don’t go into the 

forest," she warns. "Go the long way round." But, for the first time, the boy chooses to take 

the path into the forest, where he meets a variety of fairy tale characters! Optional activity 

Reading age 8+ 

Schoolreaders Storytime – ‘Bringing Down the Moon’ by Jonathan Emmett 

Meet the little mole who thinks a lot and join him on his quest to bring down the 

moon. Optional activity 

Reading age 3+ 

Week 1 Schoolreaders Storytime 

Schoolreaders Storytime - 'The Ravenous Beast' by Niamh Sharkey 

The ravenous beast is hungry; he’s hungry, hungry, hungry. But is he the hungriest animal 

of all? Optional activity 

Reading age: 5+ 

Schoolreaders Storytime - 'One is a snail, ten is a crab' by April Pulley Sayre 

If one is a snail and two is a person, we must be counting by feet! Optional activity 

Reading age: 3+ 

Schoolreaders Storytime - 'This is Our House' by Michael Rosen 

A book about the power of sharing. George says the cardboard house is his and no one else 

can share it. Optional activity 

Reading age: 5+ 
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