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Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back! I hope you all had a super holiday and are feeling relaxed, refreshed and ready for 
the new academic year.  I was certainly impressed to see so many of you ready and waiting for the 
doors to open on Wednesday morning! 
 
Lots of new faces in school this year.  We have 139 children on roll this year, which means we are 
pretty much full!   A very warm welcome to all our new families; we hope that you enjoy your time at 
Durweston.  
 

 
 
Swimming  Sensation 
I didn’t have the opportunity at the end of last term to say an enormous thank you to Mrs Nolan for 
organising the inaugural Durweston Swimming Gala.  Children from Seahorses, Sharks and Porpoises 
travelled by double decker (a treat in itself) to Wimborne to compete in a variety of races and 
games.  It was an enormous amount of work to organise but it went brilliantly. Next year, I may even 
bring my costume…..  
 
PTA 
Thanks to the PTA who have given us some more money at the end of last term to cover our 
enormous summer stock order and also to buy more playground equipment.  The children are 
probably enjoying the latter more than the former but both are very, very gratefully received. 
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Parent Survey 
25 parents responded to the survey that we sent out at the end of last term. I’m really pleased to 
report that the results were almost universally positive. I know that we aren’t perfect but we do 
work hard to do the best we can for your children and it was lovely to know that our efforts have 
been appreciated.  Many people said how much their children had enjoyed the range of activities 
provided last year so we will try to keep that up this year.  A few parents wondered if the most able 
children were being adequately challenged so we’re going to think about what we could do to make 
this better and make sure we communicate this well.  If you would still like to return your survey or if 
you just would like to make some comments about the school, please do hand them in at the school 
office. We are always keen to know what you think. 
 
Cycle to Work Day 
Next Wednesday is Cycle to Work Day.  If the weather is fine, let’s meet with our bikes at Stourpaine 
church at 8.30am and cycle in together. It’ll be good practice for when they close the bridge for 
maintenance later this year! Mrs Cresswell , Mrs Jeans and I are already looking forward to it. 
 
Attendance 
The final figure for 2016/2017 was 96.1%. An improvement on the previous year and just about 
Good in OFSTED’s terms.   A particular well done to Maddy and Izzy, the only two children in the 
school whose attendance was 100% last year.  What an amazing achievement!  Ideally, every child’s 
attendance should be above 96%, so we will continue to encourage good attendance by: 

 congratulating  those children who have been in all week in our weekly celebration assembly 

 reporting  attendance weekly in the newsletter 

 awarding  termly certificates for 100% attendance (Gold); 97%+ attendance (Silver) and 

Improved attendance (Bronze). 

 Contacting parents whose children’s attendance is causing concern and seeing what we can 

do to help 

Remember that we are now required to issue Penalty Notices to children who have 10 unauthorised 
absences in a 12 week period and that these can lead to a fine of up to £60 per parent per child. If 
you need any more information, come and talk to Kath in the office (who is our resident expert on 
the new legislation).  
 
Uniform 
Everyone is looking very smart – with a particularly interesting range of new shoes this year.  I 
haven’t yet had a chance to see what our new PE t-shirts look like.  Sadly they are not quite what I’d 
planned as, due to a misunderstanding, Rag Tags made them in cotton rather than polyester.  
However this probably does make them cheaper so we’ll go with what we’ve got! 
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Clubs 
The clubs letter should be out at the beginning of next week offering our usual range of in-school 
and after school activities. I hope there is something there for everyone.   We would like to make a 
small charge for teacher run clubs this year. I hope you will understand that, in the current financial 
climate, we really do have to try and raise money at every opportunity.  We are asking for £10 a term 
– a little more than £1 a week as teacher run clubs don’t run in the week of parent’s evenings.  
Because we are charging, we promise NOT to cancel clubs except in the most extreme 
circumstances. Even if the teacher is unavailable, we will offer some sort of replacement activity.   
 
Remember After School Club is also available Monday to Thursday for children who would just like to 
chill after school.  If you’d just like them to stay until 4pm or if you know you’re going to be late 
picking up, we only charge £2 for the first half hour; otherwise it is £4 per hour.   
 
Hot School Meals 
We have submitted a bulk order for lunches for all of the children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
and for children who are entitled to a free school meal for this next term. When we submit a bulk 
order, we make all the meals ‘regular’, so unless your child is happy to have the meat option every 
day, please make sure you change the order with a minimum of 7 days’ notice.  
 
If your child does not want a free school meal, please could you let the office know. In the past, we 
have wasted a huge amount of food due to parents not informing us that their children no longer 
require a meal (there really is only so much that the staff can eat and loads of them have come back 
to school on diets – must be all that chocolate they received as presents at the end of last term ). 
 
Communication books 
All children should now have been given a communication book.  These are for parents who can’t get 
into school for whatever reason but have something they want to say to their child’s class teacher.   
If you write something in the book, please make sure that your child gives the book to their teacher 
or puts it in the box that is in the corridor by the reading books.   A TA checks this daily and gives the 
book to the relevant member of staff.  
 
Bookbags 
If any of the older children would like to donate their book bags to school, we could recycle them for 
the younger children. Rag Tags are currently out of stock and we’ve got some new children who 
need a bag. 
 
Hockey 
Sharks and Porpoises will be learning to play hockey in the PE lessons this term.  They will need a 
gum shield and shin pads.  Please let us know if this is going to be a problem. 
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Mrs Wesley-Barker 
Hopefully you all received the letter that went out on Wednesday letting you know that Mrs Wesley-
Barker will not be returning to school. The governors will be advertising for a new head shortly and 
are hoping to have a new Head in place in January.  
 
Thank you all for a lovely first few days in school. Enjoy your weekends and we’ll see you again on 
Monday. 
 
Nicola Brooke 
 
 

Dates for Your Diary 
 

Monday 11th September, 8pm  PTA meeting at the White Horse, Stourpaine 
Wednesday 18th September   Cycle to work day 
Monday 18th September   CLUBS START THIS WEEK 
Wednesday 20th September, 8.50am              Seahorses swimming lessons start at  

Blandford Leisure Centre 
Monday 25th September   Dorset Music Service lessons start this week  
Thursday 28th September   National Poetry Day 
Friday 29th September,9.30am  Harvest Festival at the St Nicholas Church  
Thursday 5th October, 9am   Welly Walk 
Mon 23rd – Fri 27th October    HALF TERM 
Monday 30th October   Children return to school 
Tuesday 6th November   Parent’s Evening week 
Thursday 16th November   Individual school photos 
Friday 17th November    Children in Need 
Friday 15th December     END OF TERM  
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