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27th September 2019           NEWSLETTER      PL4 19/20 
 
Dear Parents, 
 

 
 

We were delighted to be invited to the opening of the flood arches this morning.  Dorset Council has kept us 
involved all the way through the process. I know more about flood arches than I would ever have imagined. 
Hopefully the children can say the same.  
 

 
 
Performing poets! 
A great turn out for the poetry competition on Friday afternoon and some super performances.  Enormous 
congratulations to all who took part; these were the worthy winners: 
 
 

           
Seahorses won the class prize; Cooper, Haidee, Phoebe, Tommy and Jamie won individual prizes 

We’ve had our own small bit of building work going 
on this week. Not one, but TWO water leaks 
outside Starfish. And it only feels like yesterday that 
the last one was being mended. Starfish have been 
much entertained (though the staff found the 
drilling a little trying)! 
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Thanks to Janet Coates and Sue Bosworth who had the unenviable task of choosing the winners.  If you 
missed out this afternoon, never fear – the class poems will be performed again at our Harvest festival next 
Friday (Re use, recycle, reduce workload!) 
 
 
Please, can you help? 
 

                                                                                               
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Reception Baseline Assessment 
Mrs Carroll has been hard at work this week carrying out the Reception Baseline Assessment with Starfish.  
Those of you who have been associated with Durweston for a while will be delighted to see that this 
information video  is presented by our former headteacher, Mr Neil Tarchetti! 
 
 
 

Raising money with just one click! 
We have signed up to easyfundraising.co.uk. If you shop with retailers such as Amazon, 
Tesco, ebay etc, they will send a donation if you click to the retailer’s site through the 
link below. It takes less than 30 seconds to sign up! 
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/durwestoncevaprimaryschool/ 

Mr Riley has made a fabulous 
shelter for the guinea pigs to 
help keep them warm and dry 
this winter. It just needs some 
roofing felt to finish it off. Does 
anyone have a 3mx1m piece 
they might be able to donate?  
We also need some wood stain. 

Orcas, our year 2 maths group 
are really enjoying working with 
Mrs Plummer in the mornings 
but they are finding conditions in 
the Reef a bit difficult. It’s just 
too hot! Whilst we try and find a 
more permanent solution does 
anyone have any small fans or air 
conditioning units that we could  
borrow?   
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Attendance 
 
Starfish are suffering but everyone else is doing brilliantly! 
 

Class Attendance this week (should be 96% +) 
Whole school 
this week 

Whole school 
this year (we 
need 96%+) 

Starfish 91.58%   

97.32%   96.17%   

Dolphins 98.40%   

Seahorses 99.26%    

Sharks 99.26%   

Porpoises 96.40%   

 
What, no lunch? 
 
Apparently, some people have been wondering why there are no hot school dinners on the 11th October.  It’s 
because the lovely PTA have paid for Mad4Animals to come and entertain the children on that afternoon. We 
need to get the hall ready before they arrive, so we’ve asked for packed lunches so that the children can 
picnic outside or in their classrooms.  
 
Do let us know if there’s anything else that’s bothering/confusing/annoying or even delighting you! We aim to 
please. 
 
Have a great weekend 
 
Nicola Brooke 
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Dates for Your Diary 
 
Friday 4th October, 2pm    Harvest Festival at the St Nicholas Church  
Friday 11th October    PTA Race Night 
Tuesday 15th October    Flu vaccines (whole school) 
Monday 21st October    Individual portrait photos  
 
Mon 28th October – Fri 1st November   HALF TERM 
 
Monday 4th November    Children return to school 
Tuesday 5th November, 2.30pm – 5pm  Parent’s Evening 
Wednesday 6th November, 3.30pm – 6pm Parent’s Evening 
Monday 11th November    Remembrance Day  
Friday 15th November    Children in Need 
Thursday 21st November, 9.15am  Starfish class assembly 
Thursday 21st November, 9.45am  Parent Forum 
Friday 29th November    Mufti Day for the Christmas Fair  
Friday 6th December, 2.30pm   Open Afternoon 
Saturday 7th December    PTA Christmas Fayre 
Tuesday 17th December    Starfish and Handy Paws Christmas activity morning 
Tuesday 17th December, 2pm   Dolphins and Seahorses Nativity 
Wednesday 18th December   LFL Christmas lunch  
Wednesday 18th December, 6pm  Sharks and Porpoises Carol service  
Friday 20th December, 1pm   END OF TERM  
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We are delighted to announce that October sees the start of two new children’s clubs at Blandford 
Library: 

 

Chatterbooks: starting 19th October 

 
Code Club: starting 7th October 
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