
 

Sharks Autumn 2021 
‘Feed the mind, nurture the spirit, free the imagination’ 

Stand true in what you believe. Be courageous, be strong. And do everything with love.  1 Corinthians  16: 13-14 

Welcome 
Welcome back everyone. The children have all had a great first week back. They have shown exceptional manners and are keen and ready to learn.  I hope that you find the information here 
useful, if you have any questions please do get in touch on jsaint@durweston.dorset.sch.uk. I look forward to getting to know the new families as well as continuing to work with others 
again. Mrs Saint (Teacher) and Mrs Riley (Teaching Assistant) joined by Mrs Cresswell.  

Art and Music 
We are fortunate enough to be asked once again to visit 
Bryanston Knighton House for some Art sessions this 
term. These will be led by Anna Bogue, Knighton’s Art 
Teacher and ably supported by Mrs Riley. The children 
are split into two groups who will alternate their visits 
until Christmas.  
 

We will be taking part in whole class recorder lessons 
after Christmas. I have a bank of recorders ready to lend 
but should you have any surplus at home, I’d be very 
grateful for them either as a loan or to keep.  

Uniform and PE Kits 
Friday – PE Kit please including trainers and hoodie. Children should 
wear all of this to school, we will not be changing in school and so PE 
bags are not needed.  
Monday – Thursday  - Full school uniform. Black trainers may be worn 
instead of school shoes if necessary.  
Everything must be named please.  
 

We are already finding that the children are bringing things in from 
home that aren’t necessary and pose as nothing but a distraction. A 
quick bag search every so often would be much appreciated! 

Key Dates 
17th September  – Harvest Service – Time TBC 
19th October  - Welly Walk – Packed Lunch needed.  
20/21 October  - Parent Teacher Meetings.  
22nd October  - In-Set Day.  
25-29 October – Half Term Week 
3rd December – Open Afternoon to share homework.  
15th December  - KS2 Carol Concert – 6pm in Church. All 
children to attend please.  
 Please look out in the newsletters Mrs Brooke continues 
to send out for any other dates/events that take place.  

Homework – Reading 
All children are expected to read a minimum of 4 times 
per week at home and record this in their reading 
record book. This has been demonstrated in school.  At 
least once per week they should respond to their 
reading using one of the VIPERS tasks in the front of 
their reading record.  This has been discussed in school.  
Further details are in the reading record book. The 
children are expected to complete at least one task 
before changing their book. I would prefer the children 
to choose from the suitable range of books in our class 
library but am in no way stopping them from reading 
their own books alongside.  

Homework – Spelling  
All children have an EdShed log-in which they should use to access 
Spelling Shed as often as possible. They will have assignments to 
complete to match the words they are currently learning. They will 
receive their spelling words on a Monday with a task that they should 
do at home. This should be completed by the following Monday when 
they will be tested.  

Homework – Maths 
Using their EdShed log in, children will be allocated 
multiplication and division assignments on Maths Shed. 
They should complete the assignment more than once 
in order to practise their target facts.  
 
Children will be tested on both multiplication and 
division facts for their target table every Friday. Their 
goal is to correctly answer 40 questions in 4 minutes. All 
of this hard work will prepare the children to do their 
very best in the DfE’s Multiplication Check in June next 
year.  

I realise how busy families can be and sympathise with the battles 
homework can often create therefore, I have let the children know that 
if they are struggling to complete homework at home, there is always 
time to catch up on a Friday afternoon in school.  I will try to find time 
to update logins and send home a reminder for you all but before this 
time, please continue to use usernames and passwords from last year.   

Support and Teamwork 
It can be a big step from year 3 to year 4 and from year 4 to year 5. Attending school, conforming, dealing with noise levels, instructions, challenges and the demand of high expectations and 
greater independence can be very draining for the children after a break of 6 weeks. I would not be surprised to find the children becoming tired, a little ratty and occasionally emotional! We 
are a skilled team who can accommodate and embrace these behaviours with the help of a consistent routine and a few early nights at home, (the children rather than ourselves!) A prompt 
start to the school day as close to 8.50am as possible also helps massively. However competent or independent they are, all of our children still need support and reassurance to complete 
work to the best of their ability. I still check my year 8 daughter’s homework now and then (I admit I don’t always know what I’m looking at!) We are a kind and caring bunch here in Sharks 
with the children’s best interests at the centre of all that we do. We look forward to working with you all this year to get the very best out of each individual. Best Wishes, The Sharks Team. 
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