
As a group of parents of children attending Durweston CE Primary school, we are disappointed and 

concerned by the outcome of the recent OFSTED inspection at our school, given the overall grading 

‘Requires Improvement'. We feel many of the findings in the report are unduly harsh, do not present 

an accurate reflection of the exceptional school we as parents know and love and do not take into 

account the indisputable improvements the school has made since the last OFSTED inspection in 

2016. We feel a sense of duty to address these inaccuracies and offer a more balanced view. As a 

group of parents who have had daily interactions with the school over a number of years, we feel we 

are well qualified to offer our own assessment of Durweston school and would like this assessment 

to be considered in conjunction with the conclusions drawn by OFSTED. 

Our children are happy and engaged at school. We as parents are happy with the environment they 

are taught in, the outstanding teachers delivering their education and the positive approach to 

learning that forms the overarching ethos of the school. As the report acknowledges, the school is 

meeting the expected standards, so whilst further improvement should always be sought, “requiring 

improvement” is not, we believe, an accurate assessment of our school.  

The creative teaching within the school excels at making the curriculum real and relevant for our 

children. As parents we are kept well informed of the overall structure that the curriculum will cover 

on a term to term basis and we appreciate the way in which the teachers allow the children to take 

topics in different, evolving directions, without constraining them to rigid lesson plans. The 

spontaneity and creativity of how the curriculum is delivered at Durweston is something of which we 

are particularly proud and we are happy that this is prioritised by our teachers over the meticulous 

record-keeping demanded by OFSTED.  

The school is at the heart of the local community, with a strong commitment to continuing decades 

old local traditions and strong links to its long and rich history. Close ties to the adjacent church and 

relationships with other schools in the area, ensures that all the children’s emotional and physical 

needs are met, helping to produce well rounded, sociable, community-minded pupils, with a healthy 

thirst for learning. 

We have a lovely school, where all the children know and respect each other and their surroundings. 

There is a real family feel to the school, which works as a whole rather than in individual classes. The 

parents are fully supportive of the school, each other, the incredibly dedicated staff and the newly 

appointed headteacher, Mrs Brooke, who has worked wonders in a short time after a difficult period 

of instability within the school. To quote the report “this is a place where people want to be!” 

Parents strongly endorse the head’s ongoing progress and vision, saying “the school is like a family” 

and as such the school was graded ‘good’ in the area of Personal Development, Behaviour and 

Welfare with particular praise given to the headteacher’s approach to leadership and successful 

tackling of attendance issues and the strong sense of pride and respect the pupils demonstrate 

within the school.  

We are particularly proud of our early years provision. It is our view that a positive, first experience 

of the school environment is critical in shaping a child’s attitude for the remainder of their 

education. The incredible connection and rapport the reception class staff form with the children 

allows Durweston to offer an exemplary introduction to schooling. To judge this as requiring 

improvement is to ignore lifetime benefits in favour of arbitrary benchmarks.  



Prior to the inspection, parents were invited to answer a survey on their views on the school’s 

performance. The results were overwhelmingly positive yet this was not referenced in the OFSTED 

report. It is disappointing and concerning that either the remit of the inspector is so rigid and results-

focussed, or that the time spent in the school and the evidence studied was simply not sufficient to 

make an informed and accurate assessment, either way we feel the report failed to convey the real 

excellence the school displays. The framework for OFSTED is changing this September, whereby they 

propose to reduce the burden of assessment and evidence gathering placed on the teachers, along 

with the other proposed changes to improve the accuracy of the inspections. We can’t help but 

wonder if the school was inspected this September, would it be graded differently?  

Along with most other rural primary schools, Durweston is facing severe and crippling budgetary 

restrictions, worsening year on year. Yet in this climate and with a higher than average proportion of 

SEND pupils, there is still a trend, as acknowledged by the report, of rising attainment in the school 

since 2016. We consider this an outstanding achievement unacknowledged by the report.  

We hope this recent OFSTED report does not deter prospective parents from viewing our fabulous 

school and we are happy to address any concerns or questions prospective parents may have. It was 

one inspector’s opinion, on a given day. We are all now working together as parents, teachers, 

students and governors to take on board the suggestions outlined in the report and ensure we excel 

in the next OFSTED’s inspection, although as the majority of parents will tell you, in our eyes our 

school is already outstanding. 
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