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‘Stand true in what you believe. Be courageous, be strong. And do everything with love.’ 1 Corinthians 16:13-14 

 

 
 

4th January 2022                                                            Newsletter 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Happy New Year!  I hope you have all had a lovely holiday, despite the singularly grim weather.  You should all 
have received an email with a link to the videos of our Nativity and Carol Service. If not, please contact the 
office.   I cannot thank Mr Bingol enough for putting these together for us.  
 
COVID 19 
I am delighted to be able to tell you that Ms Johnstone and Mrs de Silva are well again and will be back in 
school on Wednesday. It will be lovely to have them back.  Sadly, Mrs Turner, one of the TAs in Dolphins, and 
Helen in Handy Paws have both tested positive over Christmas. Mrs Turner is well again, but Helen is still 
feeling unwell. Miss Holloway is going to help cover in Handy Paws in the mornings until she is better and Mrs 
Vick will be covering in the afternoons.  
 

• If anyone in school tests positive, we will let you know and ask close contacts to test daily for 7 days 

• If someone in your family tests positive, we would ask that your child tests daily before coming into 
school for 7 days  

• If you are unable to get your child to school due to COVID in your family, we can provide work on 
Google classroom 

• If your child is unwell for any reason, please keep them at home and test them 
 
So far it seems that the vast majority of COVID cases we have had in school have come through contact with 
a family member, very often a sibling at secondary school. There has been very little transmission within 
school, which I think is good news.    All staff will continue to test twice a week, we will keep the school well 
ventilated, and maintain handwashing and cleaning routines.  We will endeavour to keep the children in their 
bubbles as far as possible.  Visitors to school will be restricted and will be asked to show a negative LFT.  
 
There has been a lot in the press at the moment about the problems of staffing in schools. At the end of last 
term, there were no supply teachers available locally to cover absence.  Obviously, we will do everything we 
can to keep school open and, if things change, we will let you know.  
 
As ever, if you have any questions or concerns, please do get in touch. We’re welcoming two new children to 
Durweston this term. Riva is joining Starfish and Ravenna is joining Seahorses.  We are looking forward to 
getting to know them and their families. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Nicola Brooke 
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