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10th May 2022                                                               Newsletter 
 
Dear Parents, 
 

 
 
What a glorious afternoon!  Dancing and miniature gardens provided by the children; amazing raffle prizes 
provided by extremely generous parents; and tea, scones, cake and hard labour provided by the PTA.  
Obviously, events like this can’t happen without huge amounts of behind the scenes work, not just from the 
children, staff but also from our PTA.  If you think you would like to get involved and help put on more 
events like this, please do get in touch.  We haven’t been able to recruit new PTA members for two years 
and it would be lovely to welcome some new faces to the team.  
 
Sporting heroes!  

 
Our netball team went to Pimperne on Thursday afternoon to take 
part in the Blandford Schools Network netball festival. They’ve 
clearly been practising hard at netball club this year as they won 4 
out of their 5 matches.  It was a delight to watch them play.  
Thanks to Mrs Hopcroft who came to help umpire even though it 
was her afternoon off AND her birthday (we did make sure 
everyone sang to her though).  
 
 
Attendance 
I will be sending out our latest Attendance Policy soon.  The government are keen to drive attendance levels 
back up again post-pandemic.   Please note that school now opens for everyone at 8.50am with lessons 
starting at 9am.   
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Attendance 

Class 
Attendance this week (should be 
96% +) 

Whole school this week 
Whole school this year (we 
need 96%+) 

Starfish 92.19% 

95.41% 95.80%  

Dolphins 97.46% 😊 

Seahorses 98.96% 😊 

Sharks 87.50%  

Porpoises 97.84% 😊 

 
SATS 
 
May sees the start of SATs (Standard Assessment Tests) season.  The year 6s sit all their tests this week 
(Reading, Maths and Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling); year 2s have a month in which to complete 
assessments in the same subjects.  Please can I ask that you do all you can to make sure your children are  in 
school this month, especially if they are in year 2?  Catching up on missed assessments is trickier than you 
might think, given all of the assessment guidelines we are required to adhere to.  Thank you.  
 
Sad news 
 
It is with real regret that I have to let you know that Tara Kirwin, our SENDCo, will be leaving us at the end of  
this term.  She has decided to hang up her SENDCo hat and embark on a career in horticulture.  We are all 
going to be very, very sorry to see her go. 
 
So, (and yes, this is emotional blackmail) perhaps you would 
like to join Mrs Kirwin on our gardening day as a way to say 
thank you and goodbye?  Tara has been responsible for the 
planning and the making of our Spiritual Garden and is keen to 
get the outside areas looking shipshape before she leaves. If 
you could possible spare some time on Saturday 18th June, we 
would really love to have you along.  Please could you 
complete the Google form included in the email to let us know 
if you’re coming and what skills and tools you might be able to 
bring.  
 
Wishing you all a super week 
 

 
Nicola Brooke 
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