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17th September 2018           NEWSLETTER      PL2 18/19 
 
 
Dear Parents, 

Well not a great start to year.  Only one week in and the newsletter’s late.  My only excuse is that an FGB 

meeting on Thursday meant I just didn’t have time to put finger to keypad.  Apologies. 

 

Parent governor anyone? 

Is there anyone who’d like to join our governing body? Paul Kirby’s term of office comes to an end in October 

and so we need someone to fill his shoes. It’s an interesting job – you’ll get to find out a bit more about how 

the school is run and play a part in making sure we’re doing what we should.  Meetings are held monthly in 

the school and lots of training is provided;  there is quite a bit of reading to do and occasional visits to school. 

If you think you might be interested, please ask the office for more information. 

 

Votes for Women – or not!  

 

 

I’m hoping that most of you will have heard that girls 
were (briefly) denied the vote on Monday. After the 
House Captains had given their speeches, I told the 
school that this year, only the boys were going to vote. I 
expected a huge backlash but in fact, I was surprised at 
how meekly the news was taken. More surprisingly (and 
shockingly) some children agreed that boys were better 
than girls and some boys in year 2 thought it was a jolly 
good idea!  When we discussed this in assembly the next 
day, some children said they didn’t think they were 
allowed to disagree with adults in school. So, Mrs Kirwin 
and I explained and modelled how it is OK to disagree 
with someone’s opinion as long as you do it respectfully 
and I told the school that I would like Durweston 
children to challenge adult’s opinions if they think they 
are wrong, as how else do things get changed?  We also 
talked about how it is the anniversary this year of 
women being allowed to vote and the difference 
between suffragists and suffragettes.  Finally, I asked 
them to think about whether it is ever justified to use 
violence to make your voice heard.  You might want to 
talk about this at home. 
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Out and about already! 

 

No sooner than they’re back in school, than they’re out on a trip. Sharks class went to Charmouth this week 

and by all accounts had a great time looking for and learning about fossils. We couldn’t really live in a better 

place for this topic but even so, I was amazed at how many fossils they found.  Lots more photos on the blog 

here.  

All teachers should have sent out a topic web and topic letter with details of what your child is learning this 

term and what they might want to do for homework. If the letter didn’t come home, please do ask – there are 

usually a few floating about the classrooms on a Monday morning… 

 

Reading Workshop 

Starfish parents are invited into school for a Reading Workshop on Wednesday at 3pm. Come and find out 

how you can support your child at home. 

 

Baa Black Sheep, Have you any wool? 

Not just black wool actually, but any wool that might be used to knit a garden bird for our Nature table please. 

Mrs Sutherland has kindly agreed to do the knitting but if anyone has any bits of wool that might be useful for 

a blackbird, bluetit, sparrow, robin  or any other garden bird, they would be very gratefully received.  
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Welly Walk on Friday 

 

 

Can you help? 

Is there anyone out there with legal expertise, particularly of contract law?  If you do know of anyone who 

might be able to advise us on an issue we’re having in school, I would be most grateful. 

Also, does anyone have any powered speakers that could be attached to a laptop?  We’re having to transport 

one set between the church and the hall which isn’t great. I am looking at Bluetooth speakers but could do 

with a stop gap solution until I’ve made sure that all the technology works. 

 

Attendance 

Let’s make it the best year yet! 

Class Attendance this week (should be 96% +) 
Whole school 

this week 

Whole school 
this year (we 
need 96%+) 

Starfish 97.65%  

97% 97.7% 

Dolphins  93.57% 

Seahorses  99.29%  

Sharks 96.67%  

Porpoises 98.00% 

 

 

 

We’ve moved our Welly Walk to the 
afternoon – a little shorter but giving 
more time for Maths and English in the 
mornings. Please do come along and 
walk with us – we’re going to go 
through the farm and see what’s going 
on at this time of year. We’ve also sent 
letters inviting our old year 6s. They will 
need parental permission and an adult 
who is prepared to take responsibility 
for them, but it would be lovely to see 
them again (and they have an INSET 
day, so they won’t be missing school!) 
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Still to come! 

 Poetry competition is on Friday 28th September – National Poetry Day – are you practising yet?  

  If you fancy practising your orienteering, my husband has planned an event starting from Knoll Beach 

Studland on Sunday 30th October. It would be lovely to see some of you. More details here. 

 Harvest Festival on 12th October in the church at 2pm.  Donations of tins, packets and dried food will 

be sent to Blandford Food Bank; please also bring fresh vegetables that my husband will turn into 

soup! 

 And then come to the Race Night after school! 

 

 

The fun just never stops. Have a good week 

 

Nicola Brooke 
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Dates for Your Diary 
 

Wednesday 19th September, 3pm  Starfish reading workshop 
Thursday 20th September, 9am  Parent Forum meeting  
Thursday 20th September, 6pm The Blandford School Open Evening for parents of 

children in Years 5 & 6 
Friday 21st September, 1pm   Autumn welly walk 
Monday 24th September   CLUBS START THIS WEEK 
Monday 24th September   Dorset Music Service lessons start this week  
Wednesday 26th September, 8.50am              Seahorses swimming lessons start at  

Blandford Leisure Centre 
Friday 28th September   National Poetry Day 
Friday 12th October, 2pm   Harvest Festival at the St Nicholas Church  
Friday 12th October, 7.30pm   PTA Race Night, Durweston Village Hall 
 
Mon 22nd – Fri 26th October    HALF TERM 
 
Monday 29th October   Children return to school 
Tuesday 6th November, 2.30pm – 5pm Parent’s Evening 
Wednesday 7th November, 3.30pm – 6pm Parent’s Evening 
Friday 16th November, 8am   Individual school photos 
Friday 16th November    Children in Need 
Friday 23rd November    Mufti Day for the Christmas Fair 
Friday 30th November, 2.30pm  Open Afternoon 
Saturday 1st December   PTA Christmas Fayre 
Tuesday 18th December, 2pm   Dolphins and Seahorses Nativity 
Wednesday 19th December, 6pm  Sharks and Porpoises Carol service  
Friday 21st December     END OF TERM  
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