
Topic:      The Indus Valley                                         Term:   Spring 2018                     Class: Sharks 

Geography 

 Locate India and Pakistan on a map and consider why the Indus Valley 

civilisation developed in that area. Place the Indus Valley civilisation on 

a timeline and think about why our knowledge of the Indus Valley is 

limited. Compare the Indus Valley with Stone Age and Iron Age Britain.  
 Find out the location of some of the mountains, rivers and major cities 

and settlements of the Indus Valley civilisation. Find out when they were 

founded, when they were rediscovered by archaeologists and identify 

some of their features. Compare these settlements with settlements in 

Bronze Age Britain.  
 Compare the layout of London and New York to help them identify the 

layout of Indus Valley settlements. Find out about the features and 

facilities found in Indus settlements and think about what it would have 

been like to live there. 

 Explore why trade was so important, who the Indus people traded with 

and what they traded. Use their investigative skills to decide what they 

think different artefacts were used for and make suggestions about the 

purposes of different objects. 

 Find out about the mathematical achievements of the Indus Valley 

civilisation, including an accurate system of weights and measures. 

Consider why having a uniform system of measure is important and 

apply this to different units of measurement used around the world 

today. 

Art  

 History of Indian painting and 

different styles. 

 The famous Hastimangala 

festival. 

 Indian block printing. 

 Produce a class mural. 

 Rangoli patterns using coloured 

salt. 

Science   

 Differences between solids, liquids and 

gases. 

 Investigate the weight of a gas.  

 Find the ideal temperature to melt 

chocolate.  

 How water changes state, exploring 

melting, freezing, condensing as well as a 

particular focus on evaporation.  

 Stages of the water cycle, creating mini 

water worlds and an interactive water 

wheel to represent the different stages. 

Music  

• Learn an instrument and play 

with increasing control, 

contributing to group 

performances. 

• Compose a short phrase to 

contribute to a class 

composition. 

• Participate in games which 

include call and response and 

remember phrases/tunes for 

performance. 

• Hear music that introduces the 

instrument and its timbre. 

• Follow traditional notation.  

• Understand the origin of the 

instrument 

French (Mrs Kirwin) 

 Understand the main points from a spoken 

passage. 

 Demonstrate growing vocabulary. 

 Read short texts. 

 Express short phrases from memory. 

 Understand the culture of the countries in 

which the language is spoken. 

 Colours, subjects and the school day, 

months of the year, infinitive verbs, time. 

ICT 

Coding: Programming BeeBots around a settlement map. 

Creating: Cartoons presenting their learning in Science  

PE  

Gymnastics- Apply and develop a broader 

range of skills. Link actions and sequences of 

movement. Communicate, collaborate and 

compete with each other. Learn how to 

evaluate and recognise their own success. 

Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control 

and balance. 

Handball – Developing social skills of team spirit, 

fair play and respect whilst building on hand-

eye coordination, attacking and defending 

skills, speed, agility and balance. 

DT 

• Researching Indian flavours, including spices, herbs and marinades.  

• Designing our own curry sauce, testing and collecting opinions and 

changing our recipes accordingly. 

• Designing and making mini greenhouses to grow our own coriander. 

RE (Mrs Kirwin) 

Spring Term 1- Theme- Hindu Beliefs 

Key Question- How can Brahman be 

everywhere and in everything? 

Spring Term 2- Christianity  

Key Question- Did God intend Jesus 

to be crucified? 

Grammar and Punctuation 

Relative clauses, brackets 

and apostrophes for plural 

possession 

Spelling 

Words from statutory and 

personal spelling lists, words 

with the /ʃ/ sound spelt ‘ch’ as 

well as ‘s’, ‘ss’,  prefixes 

‘super-’ and ‘auto-’, words 

with the /k/ sound spelt ‘ch’, 

prefixes ‘sub-’ and ‘tele-’. 

Reading 

Class Reader: Varjak Paw by S.F. Said. 

Developing skills of vocabulary, inference, 

prediction, explanation, recall and 

summarising. Maths  

Multiplication/Division  number facts: recall multiplication and division facts for 

multiplication tables up to 12 × 12, use place value, known and derived facts to 

multiply and divide mentally, including: multiplying by 0 and 1; dividing by 1; multiplying 

together three numbers, recognise and use factor pairs and commutativity in mental 

calculations. 

Graphs: start to explore examples of continuous data, including the ways it can be 

collected and presented. In addition, represent data over time in the form of a time 

graph, and use these graphs to retrieve information and solve simple problems. 

Writing 

Gulliver’s Travels: Persuasive writing 

opportunities, e.g. a poster and a leaflet as 

well as a logbook of his travels. We will then 

create our own imaginary land to use as a 

setting for a new adventure story where they 

are the explorer. 

Possible Visits/Visitors World of Work  Environmental issues Global Learning/ Philosophy4Children/British Values 

Wessex water 

Dorchester museum – Dippy 

Mountain rescue, Environment 

Agency, trading, travel and 

commerce. 

The impact of flooding – 

good and bad, should we 

travel abroad? – carbon 

footprints. 

Is it fair that we have washing machines when others wash their clothes in a 

river? Who can lay claim to the water in our rivers? The Earth’s resources are 

limited, how can we sustain our river’s fish population? Should people who 

go mountain climbing be more responsible and not put rescuers lives in 

danger? 

 


