
Parent Forum 10.2.17 
 
We started off by discussing the difference between bullying and friendship issues. Two 
children have recently left our school and it is possible that their parents would say this is 
because one of them was being bullied. However we genuinely don’t think this was the case.  
The children in question were friends;  friends who didn’t always get on and who didn’t 
always like the way each other behaved. But this is not bullying.  We did try to work with all 
the children involved but ultimately we failed to resolve the problems, for which we do feel 
very sorry.  Falling in and falling out is never nice but it is something we have to help the 
children resolve for themselves– after all, in later life they will come across many different 
kinds of people, not all of whom they will get on with. We are currently working with a 
group of girls in year 4 to address these very issues.  One parent said that it is important 
that the school lets parents know of any issues that are happening in the playground and 
Mrs Brooke agreed.  
 
We then talked about the house point system. Some of the house captains wanted to 
abolish it but as a staff we quite like the opportunity it gives to reward positive behaviour 
and most parents seemed to agree.  There have been some incidents recently where the 
house point results at the end of the week are questionable and the staff are going to see if 
we can think of better ways of organising this in class. 
 
Mrs Brooke then asked parents how they felt about the number of trips that were being 
organised for the children as she was worried that parents were finding the costs difficult to 
meet. The general feeling of the meeting was that the school should continue to organise 
trips as the children enjoy them. The school will always endeavour to keep costs to a 
minimum and to bear in mind that Porpoises and Sharks parents have PGL and Leeson 
House to pay for.  
 
One parent suggested  a scheme where people paid for other children’s trips.  There are 
coffee shops where you can pay for the next person’s cup of coffee at the same time as you 
pay for your own.  Wouldn’t that be lovely?  Perhaps we could get villagers or other people 
who once had connections to the school to ‘sponsor’ children?  Something to think about. 
 
Many parents liked the Book Swap that we ran during Book Week. Mrs Whittaker has 
offered to organise another one before we break up for Easter.  
 
Some parents asked about Mrs Wesley-Barker. Mrs Brooke told everyone that she was still 
away from school, but that as soon as there was any news, it would be shared with the 
parents. 
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