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Dear Parents, 
 

Hurrah for Harvest! 
 

 
  

Handy Paws and Starfish rehearsing for the Harvest Festival 
 

Thank you to everyone who shared our Harvest Festival this morning - wasn’t it lovely?  The church looked 
amazing and the children were fab.  A proper celebration of the season; as I left, the wind was blowing the 
leaves off the trees.  If you might be able to help come and turn the fresh veg into soup on Monday afternoon, 
please let the office know.  Simone, our cookery teacher, will be in charge, so no culinary expertise is 
necessary. 
 
And don’t forget the Harvest Service on Sunday at 11am here in Durweston. Belinda would love to see some 
of you again.  
 
Fame at last 
Clearly quite a lot of people have already seen the film partly made at Durweston in summer by Local Food 
Links, our hot-school-meal provider, but if you haven’t, here is the link: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SNPLXXLyGG4&sns=em 
 
Can’t help feeling that it’s rather ironic that, since the film was made, we have been forced to make our cook 
redundant. We have however, kept all of our kitchen equipment in the hope that someday we might be able 
to afford to go back to cooking our own hot school dinners. 
 
We have also heard this week that Local Food Links are having to raise the price of their hot school meals.   
LFL are a non-profit making organisation and the price of their meals has not changed in four years despite 
significantly rising costs.  These costs seem set to increase even further over the next few months with the 
cost of dairy products set to double or even triple before Christmas.   As a result of this, the price of meals will 
rise from £2.30 to £2.40 as from February half term.  
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Let there be light! 
Another huge thank you to the PTA!  Thanks to the money raised by you all, we have just been able to buy 
two new projectors, one for Dolphins and one for Seahorses and the difference is….amazing!!!!  How 
wonderful it is to actually be able to see what is projected on the whiteboards without having to have the 
lights off and the blinds down.  If the children haven’t noticed, the staff most certainly have. We are very 
grateful. 
 
Forest School? 
Some of you might be wondering what is happening with the money raised last year for our Forest School 
project. Well…..  
 
Following a few concerns, we are having the woods surveyed to make sure they are super safe.  Mr Hosford is 
kindly paying for this to happen in the next few weeks. It is very likely that some work will have to take place 
and this is likely to be quite costly. However, without it, we won’t be able to use the forest.  As soon as we 
have more news, I will let you know.  
 
Dippy on Tour 
Some of you may have heard that Dippy, the famous dinosaur from the Natural History Museum is touring the 
country this year.  Dippy will be at the County Museum in Dorchester in February and …the whole of 
Durweston school is going to visit on the 21st February!  We’ve booked the bus already and more details will 
follow in due course.  
 
Our new Headteacher 
The governors met this week to discuss the appointment of a new HT here at Durweston.  The process will 
start after Christmas and an advert will go out in January with a decision hopefully made by the spring term. 
Until then, you’ll have to put up with me in charge.  
 
Golden Time 
Jo Riley has very kindly offered to run a golden time activity – the disassembly club! This will give any children 
who would like an opportunity to take things apart like old hoovers, video players, phones etc to see how they 
are made. If you have any old equipment that you could donate please could you bring it to the school office.  
 

Attendance  
Whoops! Forgot!  Figures for this week and the year so far.  97+% would be outstanding; we need more than 
96% to be good.  
   
Class This Week Whole school this 

week 
Whole school this 
year Starfish 96.61% 

Dolphins  92.96% 

Seahorses  98%  
96.35% 

 
96.11% Sharks   95.67% 

Porpoises   98.39% 

 

Have a lovely weekend everyone! 
 

Nicola Brooke 
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Dates for Your Diary 
New dates added in bold 
Tuesday 3rd October, 9am    Sharks class assembly  
Thursday 5th October, 9am   Welly Walk 
Thursday 12th October    Poetry competition 
Thursday 19th October, 9am   Porpoises class assembly  
Friday 20th October    PTA Disco  
Mon 23rd – Fri 27th October    HALF TERM 
Monday 30th October    Children return to school 
Thursday 2nd November, 9am   Seahorses class assembly  
Tuesday 6th November    Parent’s Evening week 
Thursday 9th November, 9am  Dolphins class assembly (please note the date in the class letter is incorrect) 

Thursday 16th November   Individual school photos 
Friday 17th November    Children in Need 
Friday 1st December    Open morning  
Tuesday 12th December, 2pm   KS1 Nativity 
Wednesday 13th December, 6pm  KS2 Carol service  
Friday 15th December     END OF TERM  
 
 
 

 
 

It’s another Harvest festival,  
when we bring our fruit and vegetables,  

‘cause we want to share the best of all the 
good things that we’ve been given. 

It’s another opportunity, to be grateful for the food we eat,  
with a Samba celebration to say thank you to God the father. 
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