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5th October 2021                                                  Newsletter 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Well, I don’t know what happened to last week, but it looks as if I haven’t written a newsletter for two weeks.  
Did you not miss me? 
 
A busy two weeks! 

In the lead up to Harvest, we all made soup.  I tried them all and they 
were all genuinely delicious. One child did say that it was the best soup 
he’d ever tasted, and I couldn’t disagree!   
 
We’ve elected a new group of Representatives, our version of School 
Council, whose job is 
to listen to the other 
classes  and bring 
ideas to make the 
school a better place.  
 

Porpoises have been to Bryanston for some Art workshops, 
Dolphins have been to the farm, most classes have been to 
the forest, and we’ve already sent home Christmas card 
designs from the PTA! 

 
Harvest Festival 
Our harvest festival took place outside this year, and 
it was a rather lovely, informal event. Each class 
shared a poem or a dance in the sunshine.  Seahorses 
harvest hoe down was a real hit and I think should 
become a staple in years to come! Sadly, my camera 
had a funny five minutes – who knew it could even 
take photos like this one?  Looks as though we’ve 
gone all Victorian…….. 
 
 

 
Swimming 
For this year, we are taking the older children swimming at the pool in Bryanston.  In the past we have taken 
the younger children, but arranging minibuses and minibus drivers, pool hire, teachers and lifeguard cover has 
not been without its challenges.  As Bryanston have offered us use of their lovely new pool, we are going to 
try this instead;  teaching the older children may also help us better achieve our target of getting everyone 
swimming 25m by the time they leave us. So, this year, the year 5s are going for Autumn and Spring and the 
Year 6s will be going in Summer.   
 

mailto:office@durweston.dorset.sch.uk
http://www.durweston.dorset.sch.uk/


Durweston CE VA Primary School 
Durweston, Blandford Forum, Dorset 

DT11 0QA 
Tel : 01258 452277 

Email : office@durweston.dorset.sch.uk 
Website: www.durweston.dorset.sch.uk 

Head teacher: Nicola Brooke  
 

‘Stand true in what you believe. Be courageous, be strong. And do everything with love.’ 1 Corinthians 16:13-14 

 

 
 

A Helping Hand? 
We now have an Education  Mental 
Health practitioner working with us 
in school. This is part of a new 
government initiative to support 
children’s mental health and 
wellbeing. Alice has already been 
into school to talk to staff and 
children. As well as working with 
children, Alice can also run parent 
groups. Please have a look at the 
details  and if you are interested, 
please ring the office. 
 

 
Music lessons 
Mr Harris (Tabitha in Seahorse’s Dad) 
came in to introduce us to the French 
horn. He has run taster sessions to 
children who expressed an interest and 
would be happy to offer lessons. A letter 
is coming out this week.  
 
 
  
 

 
A new member of staff 
As Seahorse parents will know, sadly Mrs Plummer has not been able to take up her afternoon position in 
Seahorses due to family commitments. She is still in school volunteering, and we really hope she will be able 
to return to work more permanently with us again. However, in the meantime, we are very pleased to be 
announce Mrs Louise Silk will is joining us to teach Seahorses in the afternoons.  
 
 
PTA AGM and Quiz! 
Looking to get more involved in the school?  Our lovely PTA are always looking for 
more members and they do a fantastic job of raising money for our school. You are 
free to do as much or as little as you want, or you can just come along for the jolly! 
Please come to the AGM on the 14th October in the school hall to find out more. There 
will even be a complimentary glass of wine, nibbles, and a fun informal quiz!  
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Jubilee Bank Holiday 
 
Some of you may already know that this year’s additional Bank Holiday for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee falls 
during the summer half term 2022.  Because of this, the Local Authority has asked schools to choose another 
day in the school year to have as a holiday. We have chosen Tuesday 4th January 2022.  
https://www.durweston.dorset.sch.uk/copy-of-term-dates 
 
 
Finally, an enormous thank you for all the produce that was sent in for Harvest. It was collected by the 
Blandford Food bank this week and they were extremely grateful.  
 
 

Have a great week 

 
 
     

 

 
 
 
 
Nicola Brooke 
 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 

Every Friday, 9.30am – 11.30am    Handy Paws Toddler group 
Thursday 14th October, 7.30pm   PTA AGM 
Wednesday 20th October    Parents Evening (more details to follow) 
Thursday 21st October    Parents Evening (more details to follow)  
Friday 22nd October     STAFF TRAINING DAY  
Friday 12th November     Individual portrait photos 
Friday 19th November     Children in Need 
Tuesday 23rd November    Flu vaccines 
Tuesday 30th November    St Andrew’s Day 
Monday 6th December    Last week for clubs 
Tuesday 14th December    KS1 nativity 
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Wednesday 15th December     Local Food Links Christmas dinner 
Wednesday 15th December, 6pm   KS2 Carol Service 
Thursday 16th December    Handy Paws and Starfish Christmas activity day 
Friday 17th December, 1pm    END OF TERM 
Monday 3rd January, 2022    BANK HOLIDAY 
Tuesday 4th January     BANK HOLIDAY FOR QUEEN’S JUBILEE 
Wednesday 5th January    CHILDREN RETURN TO SCHOOL  
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