
‘Feed the mind, nurture the spirit, free the imagination’ 

Stand true in what you believe. Be courageous, be strong. And do everything with love.  1 Corinthians  16: 13-14 

Teacher: Mrs Saint Teaching Assistant: Mrs Sutherland 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 2022 

Sharks Year 4 and 5 

 

Dear All, 

Welcome back to a brand new academic year!  

For those of you with a child returning to Sharks 

as a year 5, welcome back and apologies – you 

will have had heard much of this before. Your 

children however, are going to be a valuable 

asset to the dynamics of our class. They matured 

beautifully last year (I make them sound like 

cheddar, sorry!) and I know I will be able to rely 

on them to guide and support the year 4s.  

Sharks is a fairly big step up from what the 

children have been used to, the biggest being the 

level of independence we expect the children to 

develop. However, no class has ever let us down 

or proved us wrong. With gentle encouragement, 

they learn to communicate messages to us, 

organise their belongings, bring in what they 

need each day and complete homework 

independently and to a good standard. I’m 

confident this year will be no different. 

As always, if there is ever anything you need 

more clarity on or would like to discuss further or 

you’d like to tell us about something that is 

working really well, please don’t hesitate to 

contact me on: 

jsaint@durweston.dorset.sch.uk  

 

As well as Reading, more Homework 

includes… 

Spellings will be set on a Monday and tested the 

following Monday. Assignments have been set on 

Spelling Shed, which every child has an account 

for. If you are struggling to provide access to Ed 

Shed, then your child needs to write down the 

spellings in our lesson on a Monday and use the 

menu in their spelling books to learn them.  

The children are also expected to read most 

days; minimum of 4 times a week. As well as 4 

entries in their reading record (written by them) 

we also ask the children to complete a VIPERS 

task. These are modelled in class and examples 

are given in their reading record.  

Additionally, the National Curriculum requires all 

year 4 children (and those year 5s that don’t!) to 

know their multiplication facts up to 12x12 by 

the Summer Term. Learning tables starts in Year 

2, so there should only be a few to secure by 

Year 4.  

Homework must include their Maths shed 

assignment each week, practising their tables 

target. If the children are unsure, the particular 

table they need to learn will be written in their 

yellow reading record. 

 

How you can help 

It is essential that the children read most days. To 

challenge them and broaden their vocabulary, their 

choice of books needs to vary beyond Holly Webb, 

David Walliams, Diary of a Wimpy Kid and Tom 

Gates, which I know the children are keen to read. 

Sharks class library has a good selection from which 

to choose but I have also compiled a varied wish 

list here on Amazon: 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2XQ13M

8NDS9X1?ref_=wl_share  

By all means, use this list to provide books for your 

child. However, what would be even better is if you 

purchased a title for Sharks to own (the address 

details are already set up) which would allow the 

whole class to benefit from it. Obviously the more 

people who take part, the greater the choice of 

books available for your child, at the cost of just 

one book to yourself. We’re very happy to place a 

book plate inside the front cover to acknowledge 

your kind donation. 

Just a suggestion – Not compulsory!! 

If you sign up to easyfundraising 

(https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/durw

estoncevaprimaryschool/ ) then we will receive 

money for our school also! 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2XQ13M8NDS9X1?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2XQ13M8NDS9X1?ref_=wl_share

