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Dear Parents, 
 

What a week of weather! At last the fog has gone and there’s a glimmer of sunshine this 

morning.  Long may it last! 
 

Book Week 

…is next week!  The Book Fair has arrived and books will be on sale in the library before and 

after school every day.  Thanks to the parents who have volunteered to help run this for us.  

The school receives a percentage of all the sales to spend on new books for our school library 

so it’s worth supporting if you can. 
 

The house captains are organising a book swap. Bring in books you have read on Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and then on Friday, come and choose a new one! Adults can 

join in too.  People bringing in books will be given a token that they can ‘spend’ on Friday. 
 

Letters should have come home about trips to the library. All the classes are catching the bus 

to a library this week. Thanks to everyone who has already brought in their bus fare.  Let’s 

hope the buses are running on time! 
 

On Tuesday afternoon, AngelHeart Theatre Company will be presenting Malina’s Dream.  Look 

here for a sneak preview.  http://www.angelhearttheatre.com/what-we-are-doing 

Looks magical doesn’t it?  Please could we ask for a £1 donation towards the cost of this?  I 

really think it will be worth it. I’ll put a pot for the money in the office.  

 

Wednesday is Books at Bedtime!  Hurrah!  Come to school at 6pm, dressed snugly in your 

pyjamas, and the teachers (also dressed in their pyjamas) will read you bedtime stories. Gather 

together in the hall for a hot chocolate at 7pm.  Whilst this is going on, Mrs Coates and Mrs 

Uden will be running a meeting for Yr1 parents about the Yr1 Phonics screening. They’ll be in 

Dolphins classroom (probably not in their pyjamas though).  

 

Friday is Dress-up as a book character day.  We know that some of you have been planning your 

costume all year and are really looking forward to welcoming a host of different book 

characters into school that day.  If you could bring the book as well that would be fantastic. 

 

Book Week is all about finding different ways to get the children to engage with books.  All the 

evidence shows that reading is the single most important skill our children need if they are to 

do well at school.  The more you can read with or to your child the better.  Especially at this 

age, it is the most important kind of homework you can do, not just because of the benefits it 

will bring in school, but also to promote a life-long reading habit. If you are struggling to read 

at home, please do come and talk to us and we can see how we can help.  
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Good news 

We have a new vicar!  Well, actually a ‘Priest in Charge of Pimperne, Stourpaine and Durweston 

with Bryanston and Deanery School’ Missioner,’ which is some job title! The Reverend Belinda-

Jane Marflitt was appointed last week.  Apparently the interview panel were unanimous in their 

view that Belinda has all the necessary gifts and skills to fulfil her role. She has a background 

in nursing and served her curacy in Wimborne. She is married to Neil and they will be moving 

here in the early summer.  Belinda did come and look round the school prior to her interview and 

seemed very friendly and approachable. We very much look forward to working with her.  
 

Attendance 

Not our greatest week but with poor Miss Johnstone succumbing to the latest grim sickness 

virus on Tuesday and Mrs Gedye having to stay at home to look after her poorly son, we can 

hardly complain.   Let’s hope the cold weather is killing off some of the nastier bugs that are 

around at this time of year.  
 

Class Attendance this 

week 

Whole School this 

week 

Whole school since 

September 

Starfish 93.64% 

94.53% 
96.47% 

(Satisfactory) 

Dolphins 94.64% 

Seahorses 99.13% 

Sharks 93.93% 

Porpoises 91.85% 
 

Well done to Seahorses who are managing to stay well and healthy this week. 
 

Active Kids 

Worth supporting because at least they put an ‘e’ on Active, this is Sainsbury’s scheme for 

schools where we can exchange vouchers for cooking and sports equipment. The scheme is 

running from 25th January to the 2nd May this year.  Beg them off your neighbours, friends and 

if necessary the person in front of you in the queue.  There will be a collecting box outside the 

office. 
 

Finally a very, very, big thank you to all the parents who are not parking in the bus stop.  We 

understand it is tempting, especially when you are rushed off your feet, but I just wanted to 

say how much we appreciate all those of you who use the other parking available in the village.  

It’s good to know that parents appreciate that the bus stop in not just for the buses, but that 

it is also a vital passing place especially at busy times.  It was great to come out on Thursday 

and be able to dance in all that lovely, empty space!    

We’re off to see the starlings and Studland this weekend. Hope you all have time to do 

something nice. 

 

Nicola Brooke 
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Dates for Your Diary 

New dates added in bold 
Monday 30th Jan – Friday 3rd February Book fair in school all week 

Wednesday 1st February, 6pm Books at bedtime 

Wednesday 1st February, 6pm Year 1 Parents phonics talk  

Friday 3rd February Dress up as a book character    

Friday 10th February, 9.15am Parent Forum meeting followed by celebration 

assembly in the school hall 

 

Monday 13th – Friday 17th February HALF TERM  

 

Monday 20th February Children return to school 

Tuesday 28th February, 9.30am Shroving in the village – more information to follow!  

Tuesday 7th and Thursday 9th March Parents meetings  

Thursday 23rd March Spring welly walk  

Friday 31st March, 9am  Open morning  

Friday 31st March, 3.30pm  Craft Sale to raise money for Syrian refugees 

Thursday 6th April Easter Communion service     

Thursday 6th April END OF TERM 

Friday 7th April TRAINING DAY  
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