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Dear Parents, 
 
A big thank you to Seahorses and Dolphins for entertaining us so royally on Thursday morning. We need a bit 
of Bob Marley in our lives every week!  I have really enjoyed our music assemblies.  Definitely worth doing 
again.  
 

      
 
 
Noodles for New Year! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Starfish were learning about Chinese 
New Year this week and so obviously 
made some stir fry. The smell from 
their classroom was amazing!  The 
children practised their cutting skills 
and they showed some pretty nifty 
chopstick skills too.  Thank you to 
Mrs Horn for going to the trouble of 
organising this for the children.  

It was Christingle this morning.  We’ve been holding this service at 
Candlemas for the past few years. Candlemas marks the end of the 
Christmas season and is the time when we remember the story of 
Jesus being presented at the Temple.  Which was a great 
opportunity for the Mary and Joseph from our Nativity to don their 
costumes once again, bring the baby Jesus to church and present 
him to Simeon aka Jamie L, the oldest boy in school.  Belinda 
explained the symbolism of the Christingle and the children had to 
resist eating the sweets until home time! Just a shame there was 
no snow this year.  All my photos were blurred – if anyone has any 
they can share; please email them to the office.  
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Duck, duck… 

                                                                                              
 
 
More inspections 
Not OFSTED, but almost.  We have our Church School inspection this Thursday. All church schools are 
inspected regularly to determine: 
 
‘ How effective is your school’s distinctive Christian vision, established and promoted by leadership at all levels, 

in enabling pupils and adults to flourish?’ 
 

The inspector will talk to staff, children and governors, will observe lessons and collective worship and would 
also like to talk to you, our parents.  We would love the inspector to hear your views and hope lots of you 
might be able to come to the school hall at 3pm next Thursday.  If you are planning to come, please let the 
office know so that we can lay on plenty of very high-quality, possibly even M&S biscuits?  
 
Panto time! 
Cinderella at Durweston Village Hall; 14th – 16th February ; tickets from Chris Newton.  Saturday matinee 
almost sold out. Please come and support this amazing pantomime directed by Kayleigh James (Marnie’s 
mum) and featuring children all of whom are current or past Durweston pupils. They’ve been rehearsing since 
September to raise some money and hopefully a smile. Profits in aid of maintaining our wonderful playing 
field and playground equipment.  Come on, you know you want to ….. 
 
Attendance 
 

Class Attendance this week (should be 96% +) 
Whole school 
this week 

Whole school 
this year (we 
need 96%+) 

Starfish 85.05%   

93.25%  96%   

Dolphins 90%  

Seahorses 96.79%  

Sharks 94.07%  

Porpoises 97.92%    

 

 

Mrs Cresswell was in Sharks on 
Tuesday. As part of their rivers topic, 
she was teaching about river birds and 
so obviously brought in her ducks to 
meet the children.  
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RIP Text messages 
You should have received a letter yesterday explaining that we are changing our texting service and in future, 
we will be sending emails rather than texts.  Just in case you missed it, here it is again: 
 
As of February 1st 2020, we will no longer be using Teachers2Parents as our texting service.  It will be replaced 
with SIMS InTouch. 
 
SIMS InTouch is part of our current database SIMS. This new package will enable us to email letters instead of 
printing paper copies. This will help us to reduce paper and administration costs, and to be more 
environmentally friendly.  The switch to SIMS InTouch will be completed by the end of February. We will have a 
few weeks where we cannot text or email so we will be posting Daily Notices on the school website. Please 
check regularly. We will keep you updated via the school newsletter. 
 
To ensure a smooth transition to SIMS InTouch, we need your current email address and mobile phone 
number.  You can either return the slip below to the school office or email the office directly 
at office@durweston.dorset.sch.uk with your contact details. 
 
We will be sending all of our communication by email so it vital that we have an up-to-date email address. We 
will only send text messages on a very ad-hoc basis. 
 
If you have any concerns regarding this new system please speak to a member of the school office team. 
 
In fact, if you have any concerns at all, about anything, please do let us know. Well apart from concerns about 

wider national political issues of course, about which I am not allowed to have an opinion.   😊 
 
Have a super weekend! 
 
Mrs Brooke 
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Dates for Your Diary 
 
Monday 17th Feb – Friday 21st Feb  HALF TERM 
 
Tuesday 25th February, 9am    Pancake Day and Shroving!  
Wednesday 4th March, 6pm   Books at Bedtime 
Wednesday 4th March, 6pm   Year 1 phonics information talk to parents 
Thursday 5th March    World Book Day  
Monday 9th March, 2.30pm – 5.30pm   Parents Evening 
Wednesday 11th March, 3.30pm – 6pm  Parents Evening 
Monday 23rd March    LAST WEEK FOR CLUBS 
Friday 27th March    Welly Walk  
Monday 30th March    Autism Week 
Wednesday 1st April     Sing Up concert at The Blandford School 
Thursday 2nd April, 9am – 10am    Open Morning   
Friday 3rd April, 11am     Easter Service at St Nicholas Church  
Friday 3rd April, 1pm    END OF TERM          
                      
 

 
New Year, new skills 
The government is offering fully funded training in a range of courses. While initially this was offered to staff, 
we can now offer these to parents too.  If you would be interested in enrolling on any of the courses below, 
please ask us for details.  
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