
Welcome to the Spring Term
in Sharks 2022

Dear Parents,

I hope you all had a wonderful break over Christmas and are starting the new year fit and healthy. Thank you so much for all your Christmas wishes and gifts.
They are never expected but always deeply appreciated. As always, we hit the ground running in Sharks with ambitious plans and busy weeks ahead. Please do
read more about what your child will be learning this term in the topic plan below. If you ever have any questions or things you’d like to tell me or discuss, please
do not hesitate to get in touch using my work email: jsaint@durweston.dorset.sch.uk

It seems the right time of year to get lost in a book.
Reading independently or together with someone
or being read to all have significant benefits and we
encourage all of these activities as regularly as
possible. If you’d like to support our class library,

then please visit our
Amazon wish list so
that we can keep our
shelves stocked with
tempting reading
material.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2XQ13M
8NDS9X1?ref_=wl_share
For the price of one book, your child could
potentially have access to 24 or more…
Thank you in advance.

PE will continue to be on a Friday
unless the children are told
otherwise.

Our Golden Time equipment is plentiful but is
becoming a bit of an ordeal to organise. Please

could we ask if you have
any spare storage
containers that you could
donate to school? This
would help the children
keep all of their resources
neat and tidy and easily
accessible. Small or large

would help.

Homework Cut out and Keep:
Spellings: Tested and set on a Monday where
possible. All children should have stuck their new
spellings into their green book or find and copy
them from their Ed Shed account. A page of practice
using their spelling menu as well as practice on Ed
Shed needs to be completed.
Reading: A minimum of 4 entries, completed by
themselves, including a VIPERS task please.
Poetry: Read through and learn off by heart as much
as possible.
Times Tables: Use TTRS or Ed Shed assignments to
develop rapid recall of their target times table. Most
children have found that practice does indeed make
them close to perfect…
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Sharks Spring Term Topic Plan 2022
Literacy

The Iron Man: Exploring mystery and suspense. We will write a range of different
texts-types including letters, a news article and a poem and finally, a published narrative.

The Story of Tutankhamun: We will be exploring the history of Tutankhamun and writing
reports about Ancient Egypt before going on to find out about Howard Carter and
exploring the stories and legends about the curse of Tutankhamun’s tomb. We will finish
by writing a biography of Tutankhamun.

The Mermaid of Zennor: We will begin by exploring the story and language of the book
before making predictions and creating some letters to characters in the story. We will
then go on to create guides to Zennor, retelling the story from the mermaid’s
perspective and finishing by creating our own merfolk characters to include in a
legend-style story.

Varmints: We will explore the settings and themes, writing a retelling of the story from
the main character’s point of view and sharing our thoughts and opinions about the
story. We will also write our own explanation of the lifecycle of plants to be published as
a leaflet.

Throughout these activities there will be ample opportunity to rehearse conjunctions,
prepositions, paragraphs as a way to group related material, inverted commas to
punctuate direct speech, expanded noun phrases, fronted adverbials and apostrophes to
mark plural possession.

Reading: We will continue to use short texts to rehearse and refine our VIPERS skills.

Y4 Numeracy

Multiplication and Division: Times- tables, factors, multiplying and dividing
by multiples of 10, multiplying and dividing two digit numbers.

Measurement, Length, Perimeter and Area: Measuring and calculating the
perimeter and area of rectangles and rectilinear shapes, counting and
comparing areas of shapes.

Fractions: Tenths and equivalent fractions, adding and subtracting
fractions, equivalent fractions and fractions of amounts.

Y5 Numeracy

Multiplication and Division: Multiples, factors, prime numbers, square and
cube  numbers, multiplying and dividing by 10, 100, 1000. , multiplying 2, 3
and 4 digits by 1 and 2 digits and dividing 2, 3 and 4 digits numbers by 1.

Measurement, Length, Perimeter and Area: Perimeter and area of
compound and irregular shapes.

Fractions, Decimals and Percentages: Comparing, ordering, adding,
subtracting and multiplying fractions, decimals as fractions, ordering and
rounding fractions, understanding thousandths and percentages.



Science
Living Things and their Habitats: Nature and the Environment
We focus on the world around us and the impact that humans have had on nature and
different habitats.  We will study various ecosystems and then consider the impact
pollution has had on them.  We’ll look in detail at local rewilding projects, the work of
Wessex Water, Mr Hosford’s hedgerow and margin conservation and the reintroduction
of Beavers in Dorset.
The Big Build
We learn about building towers and bridges, starting with constructing tall towers, then
exploring bridges. Next we look at animals as builders and finally engage in researching
famous engineers and architects and the structures they built. We will use and develop
our working scientific skills and understanding through comparative and fair tests,
measuring, repeat readings and drawing and reading bar and line graphs.

History
What makes people go on a journey?
We will explore the question of why people go on a journey, and look
at five very different types of journey in depth. The journeys we will
look at span from the Tudor period to those undertaken today by
refugees.

We begin by studying the voyages of Walter Raleigh, then the voyage
of the Irish 3rd class passengers on the Titanic, before learning about
the Kindertransport in World War Two and the voyage of the Empire
Windrush.

Finally, we will examine why refugees make dangerous journeys today.

Art
Bodies: We will use pen, charcoal, felt tip, make maquettes, make paper clothes and
sculpt Giacometti-inspired models to create our artwork. We will also have the
opportunity to explore the work of ‘Bodies’ artists Julian Opie, Alberto Giacometti and
Henry Moore.
DT
Electrical systems Simple Circuits and switches: Creating series and parallel circuits to
provide the lighting system for our very own Iron Man models. This will accompany our
Literacy book ‘The Iron Man’. We will use switches and buzzers to make him secure and
impenetrable.

Music
Blackbird
We will listen to and appraise this civil rights song by The Beatles and
explore the context behind its creation. We will learn to sing the song
and accompany it on tuned percussion or instruments we are learning.
We will also learn to improvise within the song.
Dancing in the Street
We will again listen and appraise this Motown song from the 60s and
then learn to perform the song with instrumental accompaniment.
Instead of improvising, we will compose our own melodies and lyrics
to extend the song



PE
Tennis: Children will be introduced to the overhead tennis serve, and use this in conjunction with
developing a volley shot. They will gain experience in a match environment by competing in a variety of
tennis mini-games, applying the skills they have learnt while developing an understanding of the rules and
scoring in tennis.
Dance: We will use a range of different dance techniques with the aim of producing an interesting and
varied dance phrase to represent the water cycle. The children will learn to create their own dance phrases,
combine and link movements and perform with expression.
Swimming: Year 5s will continue to visit Bryanston to work on their swimming skills.

Computing
Creating media - Video editing:
Planning, capturing, and editing video to produce a
short film. Photo editing: Manipulating digital
images, and reflecting on the impact of changes
and whether the required purpose is fulfilled.
Data and information - Flat-file databases:
Using a database to order data and create charts to
answer questions.

Geography - How is climate change affecting the world?
This enquiry gives pupils an insight into how changing patterns of weather at different locations around the
world are impacting on the lives of real people with whom they can relate. Through the experiences of
these individuals and communities, we will reflect upon how changes to normal and usual weather
conditions can have serious implications for these people. We will look in more detail at the lives of people
living in Bangladesh.

RE
What kind of world would Jesus want? We will be
looking at the parable of the Good Samaritan and
thinking about its importance to Christians.

French - Going Shopping
We will be learning vocabulary related to buying
fruit, vegetables and clothing so that we can ask
and answer the question Where can I buy some.....?.
We will also role play using French money to pay
and to give change.

Health
Money Matters: We will think about where money comes from, how it can be used and how we spend
money. We will also consider why people might need to borrow money and the consequences of this. We
will begin to explore how we can prioritise what we spend money on and what choices we have, including
environmental considerations of wider spending.


